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THE HELPING HAND
All the news from Newbury Cancer Care

appy 2022. I don’t know about you, but I think 2021 shot past faster than you can say lateral flow test. Our
H
hopes for a better year of providing new services to support patients and their families never really materialised,
with further lockdowns and restrictions curtailing our plans again, but fingers crossed, we are now getting used
to these strange times and we can start to get going again. We have continued to give financial assistance to
patients in need and offer online or phone counseling support sessions, as well as signposting services.
Our wonderful Transport Service continued throughout, and we know that our team of Volunteer Drivers has
made a big difference to many people undergoing treatment. In 2021 we provided transport for 100 patients and
had a total of 579 bookings for appointments. So far, 2022 is looking busier with more face-to-face appointments.
Our Drivers were Highly Commended in the Newbury Town Council Awards and received a certificate. The panel
was extremely impressed by the wonderful work carried out by the volunteer drivers who were there for people
when they needed support the most. The panel noted the outstanding commitment and active involvement of the
drivers and felt that the service they provide day in day out should be applauded. They commented that this is a
team of like-minded individuals who provide not only transport but companionship to patients.
Another project that’s been on hold is our
Rainbow Garden, but so far we have been able to
change the windows in the two ground floor
Rainbow Rooms on Donnington Ward and
installed French windows. We had a patio laid
outside each room. This enables patients and
relatives to go outside either in a wheelchair or
wheeled out in their bed to get some fresh air in
the better weather. Patio tables and chairs will
be positioned just outside the rooms, and new
curtains that will give the rooms a more homely
feel. Once the groundwork has been completed,
we can ask local artist Frankie Cummins to finish
the mural to brighten up the outside walls.

Following our very successful Cuddle Bed appeal last year, NCC purchased two beds and I’m delighted to report
that we have received amazing feedback from the families of those who have used them. Mo Brown the wife of
the first patient to use a Cuddle Bed; decided the bed was so good that she wanted to raise money to buy a third
bed, and through our own campaign raised sufficient funds via the Good Exchange to add another bed to the one
that Mo and her supporters have funded.
The Rosemary Centre has been in use throughout the various lockdowns and restrictions as patients still needed
their chemo and PICC line flushing, but all other face-to-face clinics were stopped. Following the lifting of
restrictions last year, the Rosemary Centre had started to see more patients coming through the doors, but sadly,
once again the support sessions and non-urgent appointments have had to be put on hold.
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We have always been generously supported by our local community and have many people doing their own
fundraising for us for various reasons. Thank you to the numerous local businesses that raised £7,000 through
selling our Christmas Cards, and Calendars. In addition to Mo Brown's efforts for the cuddle beds, I'd like to
mention Karen De Monte for smashing her £10,000 target (including an adventurous Calendar Girls initiative)
and two local golf clubs (Newbury & Crookham and Donnington Grove) both of which are holding funds in
excess of £10,000 to hand over this year. Thank you to all of you, all your supporters, and the many more
fabulous fundraisers who carry on fundraising in the background.
One of the things we really want to do is to get our name out to everyone who may need support with their
cancer diagnosis. Can I ask you all to spread the word that we are here and still operating, and then hopefully we
can ensure that no one is left to cope alone without being aware of the help we can give. Alongside raising our
name in the community we are meeting with the area Cancer Leads in early February to see how we can help
specialists with the diagnosis and treatment of cancer as coronavirus takes its toll on routine checks and followups.
I hope that 2022 is better for everyone and we can start to live our lives again.
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